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state of affairs; that is what I have always done.   If, under the new
law, I were asked to take out the register by only signing my name,
I would have refused to do so.   Once the new law is withdrawn, I hold
that it will be in keeping with our dignity to take out the register
voluntarily.   Our pledge has been honoured and the demand that we
insisted  upon  has  been  conceded  which  means  that  we  shall be
treated as men.    No one else knows about the law as much as I do
and can explain it as well as I.   I do not say this out of pride; only
because whatever explanation I give will be correct to the best of
my judgment.   I am-thoroughly .fkmiliar with-all that has happened
since 1903.     There is only one task we have accomplished  through
the fight, and that is to have prepared the ground.   What remains now
is to construct a building on it.   We have now to decide what kind
of a building we shall construct and how.  It is not yet settled that digit-
impressions will have to be given.   However, it is only through our own
free choice that we will give them, if at all   I am doing my best in this
matter as I said on an earlier occasion as well.   I wish to repeat that
whatever we do now is to be kept private; we must not make a fuss in
public about all this.   We stand to lose to the extent that we do.   We
must behave with the utmost humility.   The courage we have shown
in joining the movement against the Government is bound to be rewarded.
And we must continue to act with the same courage.  I am doing nothing
for the community for the sake of reward or fame.   Everything I do
is as a matter of duty, and I shall continue to do so in future.   If anyone
wants legal advice, my office is always open.   And I shall give the best
advice I can.   You may accept or reject it as you think best.   I am
always with the community.   I have explained the question about the
law, but further elucidation will appear in the Opinion) which may be
referred to.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908
31.   LETTER TO MAGAMAL GANDHP
JOHANNESBURG,
February 5, 1908
MY DEAR MAGANLAL,
I had intended to write to you in Gujarati, but I cannot. I have
seen your letter. It was good that you sent a full account. It was your
duty. [These] things cannot affect me, at any rate seriously, as they
will affect you, for two reasons: (1) because I am [much inured] and
* This letter is damaged at places.